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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

9. How did the Holocaust 
begin?

10. Why did so many Germans 
“buy into” the 
persecution?



LESSON #4 – Pearl Harbor Attack
(4/20)

VOCABULARY 9:4

Pearl Harbor

Gen Douglas MacArthur

Strategic materials

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

7. Why did the Japanese 
attack our fleet?

8. What was our 
response to this 
attack?



Intro thoughts

Definition for the Holocaust

The Nazi campaign to exterminate 
the Jews during WWII

What does that mean?



What do you think was intended by 
this sign over the entrance?



The Holocaust had several parts
• The Holocaust effected several groups, and came in several stages. 
1. How many Jews were killed? (p. 276)

2. What groups were persecuted by the Nazis?

3. What was the purpose of the Nuremburg Laws? (started 1935)

4. The book mentions six stages of persecution. List them

Six million

Disabled, Gypsies, homosexuals, Slavs and Jews

Take citizenship away from Jewish Germans

1. Marriage restrictions
2. Voting restrictions
3. Change names
4. Mark documents with a red “J”
5. Not allowed to work as civil servants, journalists, farmers and actors
6. By 1938- not allowed to work in law, medicine or own a business



Nuremburg Laws

• 29 laws meant to deny citizenship for Jews living in Germany

• Organized into two main laws:

1. The Law for the Protection of German Blood and German 
Honour, which forbade marriages and affairs between Jews 
and Germans and the employment of German females under 
45 in Jewish households

2. The Reich Citizenship Law, which declared that only those of 
German or related blood were eligible to be Reich citizens





Members of the SA picket in front of a Jewish 
place of business during the Nazi boycott of 
Jewish businesses, 1 April 1933

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sturmabteilung
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_boycott_of_Jewish_businesses


Beginning in 1941, Jews 
were required by law to 
self-identify by wearing a 
yellow badge on their 
clothing

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow_badge


Nuremburg Laws

• 29 laws meant to deny citizenship for Jews living in Germany



Kristallnacht (277)
• How did it start?

• What was Kristallnacht?

• What was the result?

An angry Jewish refugee killed a German diplomat.
Hitler said the attacks were punishment. 

Nov. 8 - gov. sanctioned attacks on 
Jewish homes and synagogues

~100 Jews killed, property destroyed, 30,000 Jewish men arrested
(police not allowed to interfere, insurance payments confiscated) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y0uwd9QAYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y0uwd9QAYE


Where were the Jews in Europe?

• In prewar central Europe, the largest Jewish 
community was in Germany, with about 
525,000 members (0.75% of the total German 
population). 

• This was followed by Hungary with 445,000 
(5.1%), Czechoslovakia with 357,000 (2.4%), 
and Austria with 191,000, most of whom 
resided in the capital city of Vienna (2.8%). 

https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005276


Eastern Europe

• The majority of Jews in prewar Europe resided in 
eastern Europe. 

• The largest Jewish communities in this area were 
in Poland, with about 3,000,000 Jews (9.5%); the 
European part of the Soviet Union, with 
2,525,000 (3.4%); and Romania, with 756,000 
(4.2%). 

• The Jewish population in the three Baltic states 
totaled 255,000: 95,600 in Latvia, 155,000 in 
Lithuania, and 4,560 in Estonia. Here, Jews 
comprised 4.9%, 7.6%, and 0.4% of each 
country's population, respectively, and 5% of the 
region's total population. 



Western Europe

• In western Europe the largest Jewish 
communities were in Great Britain, with 300,000 
Jews (0.65%); France, with 250,000 (0.6%); and 
the Netherlands, with 156,000 (1.8%). 

• Additionally, 60,000 Jews (0.7%) lived in Belgium, 
4,000 (0.02%) in Spain, and 1,200 (0.02%) in 
Portugal. Close to 16,000 Jews lived in 
Scandinavia, including 6,700 (0.11%) in Sweden, 
5,700 (0.15%) in Denmark, 1,800 (0.05%) in 
Finland, and 1,400 (0.05%) in Norway. 



Analyze the data

• Where did most of the Jewish population live?

• If they tried to escape, where would they go?

• If they had no job and no $$, what options did they have?



Jews finally try to escape (278)

• How did the Nazis prevent Jews from escaping? 

• What was it unpopular in America to take in German Jewish 
refugees?

• What was the Lt. Louis Affair all about?

German gov. prohibited more that $4 taken out of country
They knew US wanted you to arrive with a good deal of $$

Great Depression – jobs were scarce; didn’t want unemployed refugees

With almost 1,000 Jewish refugees, they were denied entrance to Cuba
Steamed near US coast, hoping we’d take them.
Denied
Back to Europe. Most ended up victims of Holocaust.  



“The Final Solution” (279)

• What were the Concentration Camps?

• How did people in Concentration Camps usually die?

Detention centers where prisoners were forced into slave labor.

Most died from exhaustion and lack of nutrition. 











Extermination Camps (281)

• Go back to p. 279: what was the purpose of the extermination 
camps?

• What was the rate of killing in the Gas Chambers?

• How were people selected in Auschwitz?

• What was the result of the this whole program on culture?

Executed Concentration Camp prisoners in gas chambers

2,000 people at a time.
12,000 people each day

Healthy prisoners were to be slaves
Elderly, children and sick were sent to gas chambers 

Jewish culture in Europe was virtually eliminated 




